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A message from the principal 

It is exciting to follow the progress of the construction of our school’s new additions which 

includes an auditorium and a new main office and entrance.  Both projects are going very 

well and are on target to be completed on time. The expected completion date for the office 

and main entrance is May 1 and the auditorium is expected to be completed Aug. 1.  We are 

excited to use both of these areas next school year. Please visit our WDHS website to see 

updated photos. 

The second semester is underway, and we are busy making plans for next year.  Students 

have just started registering for courses for the 2014-2015 school year. I strongly encourage 

students and parents to discuss plans for high school after graduation, so the most appropri-

ate courses can be chosen. Please check the “Guidance” page on our website for more infor-

mation on the registration process.   

At Western Dubuque High School, our staff spends a great deal of time researching ways to 

improve student achievement. We have numerous book studies taking place that allow staff 

members to research and discuss new and better ways to teach.  Currently we offer study 

tables, Saturday School and provide early morning study support in the library each morn-

ing. We are very proud of the interventions we have in place to help students and believe 

they are successful. Each year, the number of students who are successfully completing 

courses continues to rise. As parents, please continue to encourage students to take ad-

vantage of these opportunities and also maintain constant communication with our teachers 

if your child is struggling in a course.  

This has been a cold, snowy winter so far. We look forward to an exciting spring and hope-

fully some warmer weather soon! 

Dave Hoeger 

Dave Hoeger 

Principal 

Jacob Feldmann 

Assistant Principal  

This newsletter is also accessible through our website at: www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org 

If you are getting this newsletter in the US mail and would prefer a digital copy sent to your email, please 

contact Laura Hoerner at Laura.Hoerner@wdbqschools.org or call her at 563-876-3442 ext. 3001.   

Thank you to the Dubuque 

Racing Association 
 

A special thank you to the Dubuque Racing 

Association Ltd. (DRA) for the generous 

$10,000 donation to be used for security cam-

eras. This donation will help make Western 

Dubuque High School a safer place for students, staff and community members!   

Snow days affect Western Dubuque’s calendar 
As of Tuesday, Jan 28, we have missed 5 days due to inclement weather. Per 

the approved 2013-2014 district school calendar, the make-up days will be as 

follows:  April 21, April 22, May 23, May 27 and May 28.  Note:  May 22 

will no longer be an early dismissal day but May 28 will be a 3-hour early 

dismissal day. Any additional missed days will be added to the end of the 

school year.  Please see the calendar on page 12 for more information.   

    **  Senior’s last day will be on May 15, 2014.** 

http://www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org/
http://wdhs.wdbqschools.org/?PageName='Guidance'
http://www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org
mailto:laura.hoerner@wdbqschools.org
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The Main Event 

BY CATHERINE MCCOY  

On March 1, 2014, the 5th Avenue and Aristocats show choirs will put on the annual Main Event. This 

event is a fundraiser and competition featuring many show choirs around the area. These competitors in-

clude 18 teams from schools such as Wahlert, West Delaware, Bettendorf and many more. The Main Event also holds a competi-

tion for middle school show choirs, drawing in a very large crowd. Dance captain, Anna Kluesner says, “Our choir is known for 

their hospitality. A lot of show choirs want to come because they know we plan with the guests in mind.” Setting up and hosting 

the Main Event is a total team effort. Planning begins practically right after the previous year’s event is finished. Right off the bat, 

the show choir begins to improve their event and make it as comfortable for their guests as possible. Many parents help out, as 

well as all members of the two show choirs. Director Mrs. Tipple says, “Our event is different from other invitationals in the sense 

that we are much more thoughtful. Everyone puts in their best effort to make it the best event for everyone.” 
 

Both the Aristocats and 5th Avenue will be performing their competition shows in the evening at the Main Event as well. Aristo-

cats will be performing their set list including the songs: “Wings,” “Girl on Fire,” “Crazy in Love” and “A Little Party Never 

Killed Nobody.” 5th Avenue will be performing their show including the songs: “St. Elmo’s Fire”/ “Kyrie Eleison,” “Keep the Car 

Running,” “Home”/ “Come Home,” “Jet Set,” “King of the Road” and “Texas”/ “Georgia Medley.” It costs just $10 for a wrist-

band, and the performances will begin around 8:30 a.m. and will conclude around 10:30 p.m. Come support our show choir and 

enjoy a day filled with great food, fun and incredible performances! 

The inside scoop on the  

West-DuBakery 
 

BY TIFFANY LUDWIG 

The idea for the new take-and-bake class came to Mrs. Walke-Pollitt 

by hearing about other schools’ similar classes. “I thought with the 

love of cooking that both myself and my students have we would give 

it a try,” said Walke-Pollitt. With one class each semester, the students 

continuously fill orders throughout the year. There are also a lot of 

items on the menu to choose from. “I love all the items, but my per-

sonal favorite would probably be the French toast sticks,” says Walke-

Pollitt. This semester, the take-and-bake class will be adding some 

new food items such as: soups, entrees, cookies and breakfast items. 

On Fridays, besides selling their regular foods, they are planning on 

selling hot cocoa and specialty items. “Once it warms up, we will have 

a different featured drink,” says Walke-Pollitt. The class so far has 

been a success as they have been very busy filling orders. When asked 

how she pictures the future of her take-and-bake course, Walke-Pollitt 

answered, “Bigger and better than ever. Students take so much owner-

ship in this class. I am very proud of them.” 

From chalkboards to tablets 
 BY AARON OSTWINKLE 
 

This year, the American studies class received 80 tablets 

from the technology department for educational purposes. 

One of the most common uses is for electronic versions of 

textbooks. “We essentially have assassinated the tradi-

tional textbook and replaced it with an online text that is 

flexible and responsive,” said English teacher Mr. Ken 

Kurt. The class also takes notes on the tablets and is al-

lowed to share the notes with other students. Not only 

have the tablets changed the way students learn, but they 

have also changed the way the teachers teach.  
 

“The tablets have allowed me to push the boundaries of 

the classroom by providing resources on my Wikispace,” 

stated Kurt. “The old model of student as an absorber of 

knowledge does not prepare students for the demands of 

the world that we live in.” As technology has advanced so 

have many teaching styles.  
 

Some students, on the other hand, have to also adapt. 

Many students have grown up with the absorber style of 

teaching. Tablets certainly require a different type of skill 

set. The world has changed from paper-oriented to an 

electronic PowerPoint-presentation world. These tablets 

are a step in the right direction to teach the future genera-

tions to come.  

WDHS Book Club—upcoming reads: 

January—Room by Emma Donoghue 

February—The Pregnancy Project by Gaby Rodriguez  

March—Miss Peregrine's Home for Pe-

culiar Children by Ransom Riggs 

April—The Book Thief by Markus Zukas 
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Is I Have a Plan Iowa good for students or not? 
 

BY ABBY KEMP 
 

I Have a Plan Iowa is a career curriculum which the State of Iowa requires for students in high school. It is designed to help students create and 

adjust career plans during high school. The program is also designed to give information towards the career they choose. Information in this article 

has been collected through a variety of people expressing their opinions on I Have a Plan Iowa. 
 

Two of the opinions that are recorded are from Western Dubuque High School. “Overall, it is good for kids to have a plan on what they want to do 

and gives information on the career,” said Mrs. Lisa Berger. “The teachers involved in special needs use it on IEPs.” Mrs. Lisa Berger is part of the 

special needs department at the high school. Mr. Rufus Bennett said, “I think it is a good idea to have a plan on what you want to do for a career.” 
 

Other opinions are based on the students of Western Dubuque High School and what they think of I Have a Plan Iowa. “I Have a Plan Iowa is not 

expanding us on anything that we should know about the career we choose and what benefits from them,” said Brandon Davidshofer, a junior. Kait-

lyn Jesenovec, a sophomore, said, “I think it does affect us because the surveys we take asks us what we like to do, and it gives us input on a specif-

ic occupation.” Allison Schlarmann, another sophomore, said, “I do not think it is doing anything for us because it does not give us choices we are 

interested in after we are done taking the surveys.” 
 

Mr. Casey Bryant, guidance counselor, who helps plan the curriculum at Western Dubuque High School, has given his opinion on I Have a Plan 

Iowa. He said, “It is an outstanding program that has great sources, but the state did not provide a special place in our curriculum for this. There-

fore, the staff have a hard time to schedule it into their and the students’ daily schedule.” Thus, this ‘plan’ can be effective with students who actual-

ly like the careers that come up, while others are left with suggested careers that do not meet their needs.  

John Hlubek 

Activities Director 

Activities Department  
Both physical and mental 
 

BY JOHN HLUBEK, 7-12 GRADE ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR 
 

Abraham Lincoln once made the statement, “If I had eight 

hours to chop down a tree, I would spend the first  six hours 

sharpening the ax.”  I believe President Lincoln was referring 

to the importance of preparation. 
 

Coaches and athletes recognize the importance of preparation 

and often develop a detailed, well-thought-out plan to pre-

pare for upcoming competition. 
 

If you watch any sporting events, I think you would 

acknowledge that the outcome of these events does not nec-

essarily favor the most skilled athletes, but it does favor those 

that are the mentally toughest on a given day. 
 

Our Bobcats are willing to make the commitment to improve 

their performance.  Let’s do so physically and mentally.  

Remember you must believe to achieve. 

Blocked and locked 
 

BY JOHNNY MOLONY 
 

Blocked sites are an increasingly common thing in schools today. Schools 

have become more and more technologically advanced today, and like any-

thing, there are rules and boundaries set so that this technology isn’t abused 

and used for school. Schools can block sites through internet filtering, though 

schools can block specific sites manually, they tend to block certain categories 

of websites instead, as it takes less time, and is more efficient. For example, 

Twitter and Facebook are part of the social networking category, so they, 

along with any social network not approved by the district, can be filtered at 

the same time. It is similar to the concepts used for drugs, gambling, and alco-

hol. Not all sites in a category have to be blocked, the district can deem sites 

acceptable for school. For example, Ms. Walke-Pollitt, the family consumer science teacher, uses Pinterest in her classes, and is a 

self-proclaimed “master pinner.” Though some students might prefer sites like Facebook and Twitter, they are not able to be used 

during school, and although some teachers might want more sites banned, like Snapchat or Pinterest, the decision is automatically 

made by the district. Advancements in technology and internet use in schools is great, and can make school more fun, but there 

must be rules and boundaries so that they are not being abused and used for the purpose of furthering education.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
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National Honor Society 
 

The selection process for new 

members of NHS begins in 

February. Steps are as follows: 
 

1) All sophomores who have a 

GPA of 3.5 and all juniors and 

seniors who have a GPA of 3.3 

are academically eligible.  On 

Feb. 3, 2014, students who are 

academically eligible will be 

notified via an announcement 

list placed on the office win-

dows.  A daily Bobcat bulletin announcement will alert 

students to the presence of this list.  

2) On Feb. 6, 2014, a meeting will be held for interested 

students to explain the application procedures.  A packet 

containing application forms will be given to each inter-

ested student. Completed forms will be submitted to the 

advisor by Feb. 21, 2014, and these will be scanned for 

teachers to review. All teachers will receive a list of eli-

gible students who have applied. 

3) All teachers are to review the student applications and 

note any concerns about any of the candidates that they 

may have in the areas of leadership, character, scholar-

ship, or service. 

4) By March 18, 2014, each teacher will contact his or 

her assigned NHS faculty council member with his or 

her list of approved candidates and voice their concerns 

about those whose eligibility they may question. 

5) Based on the teacher’s recommendations in their 

group, each faculty council member will submit their list 

of candidates’ names to the advisors, indicating “yes” to 

those they approve for nominations and “no” to those 

who should be denied membership. The advisors will 

tally each of the faculty council members’ votes.  (These 

tallies remain confidential).  Three out of the five faculty 

council members must have voted for a candidate, for the 

candidate to be selected. 

6) A meeting with the faculty council is scheduled for 

March 20, 2014 to determine which candidates will be 

selected to the WDHS National Honor Society. 

7) The candidates are informed of their selection or deni-

al by a letter on April 8, 2014. 

8) Induction is scheduled for April 29, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. 

in the old gym. 
 

(The process of election is under the supervision and 

direction of the national office of NHS and designated in 

the handbook). 

Revised 1/10/14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art corner 

BY ATHENA DORR 

Although Rachel M. Demmer (12) is quite the 

artist, she currently doesn’t plan on pursuing a 

career in art after she graduates. However, she 

does want a career where she can use her creativity to catch the eyes 

of others. Demmer’s acrylic painting is named “Huntington Beach.” 

The story behind this painting takes place in California with one of her 

close friends. Her interest in art started her freshman year of high 

school in Art Exploration with Mrs. Vicki 

Recker. “Rachel is a very talented artist, 

good worker, always puts time into her 

pieces and shows it in her work. She is a 

student that does not give up,” says Mrs. 

Recker, one of the WDHS art teachers. It is 

evident that Demmer loves to paint and has 

become very talented in her artwork.  

Pictured right: Rachel M. Demmer, a senior this 

year at WDHS, is this issue’s featured artist. 

Rachel M. Demmer’s painting—entitled “Huntington Beach”—was 

created  to commemorate her trip to California with one of her close 

friends.   
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 Mock trial 

BY LINDSEY RUSSELL 

When students at Western Dubuque High 

School think of Sociology class, they often 

think of the mock trial, which usually takes 

place anywhere from the middle to the end of 

the semester. It is a way for the entire class to 

work together and overall is a very fun expe-

rience. Ms. Rogers, the WDHS sociology 

teacher, has answered a few questions regard-

ing the mock trial:  

What are the main parts of the trial? The 

beginning is mainly vocabulary and estab-

lishing everyone’s role. The middle is where 

the crime takes place. The preparations and 

the actual trial are the last parts. 

How long does the mock trial take? The 

mock trial usually takes about one month or 

10 to 11 block days. 

Are the crimes always murder? Yes, be-

cause other things, like kidnapping, are hard-

er for the students to investigate. 

Have there been any past trials that have 

stood out to you? Each trial is unique be-

cause of the different students and faculty 

involved, but last semester stood out the most 

because everyone really got into the trial. 

What is your favorite part of the mock 

trial? Getting more people involved from 

outside of the class and the overall involve-

ment of the students. 

The most important part of the mock trial is 

the unification of the class, as they all come 

together to make the mock trial whole. Eve-

ryone involved plays a key role in the mock 

trial. From the investigators to the lawyers 

and even the jury—which often consists of 

underclassmen—everyone participating is 

important to the overall quality and experi-

ence of the mock trial. 

Student leadership class update 
 

BY LISA GREENWOOD 
 

This year, our entire leadership class decided that we wanted to do a presentation at 

our state conference about all the remarkable things we do here at Western Dubuque. 

We told the schools that attended our seminar about how leadership starts in the 

summer with Relay for Life, planning for school registration and even already plan-

ning for Homecoming! From there, we go on to talk about all the hard work the lead-

ership class and the rest of WDHS Student Council puts in throughout the entire 

year. We plan pep rallies, dances, the Turkey Trot, Homecoming Week, March Mad-

ness, prom, our birthday board and the list goes on and on. Rachel Hoeger, Rachel 

Demmer, Maggie Webber, Jack O’Brien and Emily Costello presented this Power-

Point at our state conference this year, which was held in Hy-Vee Hall in Des 

Moines. At this year’s conference, our Student Council Advisor, Tom Danner, also 

won Advisor of the Year! A few weeks after the conference, we were contacted by 

an official who recommended us as presenters at the National Conference in Wash-

ington D.C. We thought it over and decided it would be a great opportunity for us. 

The presenting students will be Maggie Webber (12), Raegan Hoefler (12), Emily 

Costello (12), Rachel Hoeger (12), Rachel Demmer (12), Payton Hilby (11), Cathe-

rine McCoy (11) and Lisa Greenwood (11). Advisor Tom Danner and this group of 

students will leave for the conference on Jan. 30. The conference is to be held Jan. 

31-Feb. 1.  
 

Another big thing that leadership helped with was the Celebrate My Drive competi-

tion. Although the Fine Arts Department had the major role in this, we really helped 

support it. For two weeks straight, it was a priority in the school to get as many 

emails as we could. Time was taken out of each day to put emails in the system and 

some students even took time out of their day to acquire and enter in emails. As a 

result, our school won $100,000! It was a giant feat for our school. Even though we 

did not win the concert with Kelly Clarkson, our school decided that we should be 

rewarded for our amazing efforts. Student Council met with Principal Mr. Dave 

Hoeger and Vice Principal Mr. Jacob Feldmann to discuss possible rewards for the 

student body. The general consensus was that a fun activity-oriented day could act as 

a bonding experience while also rewarding the students for their hard work.  Current-

ly, the WDHS Student Council and administration is in the midst of planning this 

eventful day. However, we do have an Olympic theme, and we will also have a very 

fitting guest speaker—Dan Gable to speak in the morning of our activity day.  After 

that, students will have opportunities to go bowling, skiing, ice skating or even stay 

at the school building where we’ll have multiple activities such as a euchre tourna-

ment, movies in the gym, a three-on-three basketball tournament, a co-ed volleyball 

tournament, dodgeball, an obstacle course, baggo, cake decorating and more. Also, 

the tentative plan is to have Happy Joes for lunch.  We are looking forward to this 

exciting upcoming event, which is schedule to be held Feb. 13, 2014! 
 

Schedule: 

8:15: Attendance 

8:45: Guest speaker Dan Gable (Iowa’s 1972 gold medalist in wrestling) 
 

On-campus activities: 

10:00-11:30: Activity 1 
 

Lunch 
 

12:30-2:00:  Activity 2 

 2:00-3:00    Final activity 

       Winners announced 

       Student band plays  

       Dismissal 
 

Off-campus activities: 
Skiing (at Sundown, cost is $19) and skating (at Mystique Ice Center, cost is $6) 
 
 

NOTE: Skating and skiing will last the duration of the school day. Transportation can be pro-

vided. Also, skating will return at 3:00 p.m., whereas skiing can continue after school hours. 
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    Mr. Tom Danner 

BY JULIA WICKHAM 

Tom Danner has taught 

passion, commitment 

and pride every day at 

Western Dubuque for 

the past 38 years he 

has been a teacher 

here. What makes Tom 

Danner an astounding teacher is not how long he has been 

teaching; it is what he is been teaching. If you have gradu-

ated from Western Dubuque High School, chances are 

you’ve had him as a teacher or as a coach. Over the course 

of the years, Mr. Danner has taught nine different classes 

ranging from health science to leadership to physical edu-

cation. Tom Danner is one of the most active and dedicat-

ed members of the Bobcat family. Mr. Danner does not 

care about just athletics or just academics. He cares about 

the students and the community as a whole. That is what 

makes him an incredible teacher and why he has impacted 

so many students. We asked Mr. Danner, “Why have you 

stayed here so long?” Without missing a beat, he respond-

ed, “It feels like home.”  

A year after teaching in Mason City, Tom Danner moved 

to Western Dubuque to teach what is now human life sci-

ence. “I truly enjoyed what I taught and the people here. I 

just became truly great friends with the staff [and] the 

community.” Mr. Danner has affected hundreds of stu-

dents by making them feel welcome and appreciated.  

Danner does not only affect students through his teaching 

but also through coaching. He assisted Tom Kilburg in 

wrestling, and a year later, he began coaching the fresh-

man football team, a position he still loves today. Later, he 

became head coach of wrestling for six years, retiring in 

2011. “Then I picked up student council somewhere in 

there about 10 years ago because they couldn’t find any-

one, so I said, ‘Sure I’ll help.’ Then it just became a great 

passion.”  

Mr. Danner has seen a lot of changes in the past 38 years. 

For example, a restaurant where students would eat lunch 

across the street called The Bobcat is now gone.  The 

ninth grade annex in Farley has become Seton. Other 

changes include the additions and the construction: “We 

used to have wrestling practice in the Spanish room. For 

class, students would have to walk to one of the 14 porta-

ble classrooms outside.” Our school is growing and Mr. 

Danner’s goal is “to get better and better every day.” 

Mr. Danner loves Western Dubuque, but when asked what 

he loves the most, he replied, “Just ask anybody…it’s the 

people.” What sets Western Dubuque apart is its staff, 

students, and community members.  “It’s not this sport or 

that activity; it’s Western Dubuque. We are all on the 

same page.” That is why Tom Danner has stayed here for 

so long.  “If you ask anybody outside of our district, they 

will say it’s [WDHS] different; it’s a very special place.” 

Mr. Gerald Ross 

BY ANGELA DELANEY 

Gerald Ross was once a student that 

walked the halls here at Western 

Dubuque, and now he has taught here 

for a total of 38 years. He has taught 

junior high and high school. The 

years he has been with us at Western 

Dubuque, he has taught many different subjects such as college chemistry, 

chemistry, general science, algebra, physical education, general math and 

environmental science. He has not just been a teacher, though. Some peo-

ple might know him as coach. He has coached football from the junior high 

level all the way to varsity, and he has also coached eight years of wres-

tling at the freshman level. Now he is known as the girls track coach. He is 

also the assistant activities director, which means he helps set up for bas-

ketball games, wrestling meets and track meets, boys or girls.  

Mr. Ross is very generous and is always willing to lend a helping hand 

whenever it is needed. He has stayed with us so long because, from the 

start, he has enjoyed it here at Western Dubuque, and he says, “There has 

never been any reason to leave, and a lot of good reasons to stay.” One of 

the many reasons he has chosen to stay with us would be all the people he 

has worked with or met at Western Dubuque. He said, “The kids have al-

ways been really good to work with. They come and ask for help when 

they need it.” Another reason to stay is not just the people in the school, 

but also the people around the school. “It’s just a good overall environ-

ment, and it’s really just the people that make it,” Ross states. Other 

schools may claim they are a close-knit, extended family, but Mr. Ross 

does not think that they are as close knit as our Bobcat family. We are real-

ly one true Bobcat nation. During the many years Mr. Ross has worked at 

Western Dubuque, he has gained experiences, memories and wisdom. Ross 

states, “Probably the best memory here is when we won the state football 

championship.” He was the defensive coordinator at that time. He says, “I 

used to watch the Olympics, and seeing the people standing on the podium 

getting their gold medals. I used to say I wonder what that feels like. That 

day I knew. There was just so much euphoria in that win and accomplish-

ing something like that still gives me goose bumps.” That was the first time 

the Bobcats have made it to state for football. Another experience that 

sticks out in Ross’s mind is when he was at the Pleasant Valley track meet. 

At the end of the conference meet, they mistakenly announced that West-

ern Dubuque had won, and the team knew that they were not victorious. 

They still took their lap around cheering. Once they got back to the bus, the 

coaches went up to straighten out the confusion. They found out that they 

truly did not win. Mr. Ross, one of the girls track coaches stated, “We got 

back to the bus, and I heard some of the kids hollering out the window at 

the Pleasant Valley bus. I thought uh oh,  and as I got closer they were 

hollering good luck Pleasant Valley at state. So, [they had] the trophy tak-

en away from them, but yet have the sportsmanship to tell them good 

luck.” This was a moment where everyone can take a step [back] and look 

at what our school is really made of.  

The years he has been here, there have been many changes. Mr. Ross 

states, “Probably the biggest change was when we went from the tradition-

al one eight period day to block days. It was a major change, and we didn’t 

know for sure how it would work out. It turned out to be a good idea. In 

chemistry to teach a lab, I have a big block of time to do the lab instead of 

the short time, which was really helpful.” Mr. Ross has been with us for a 

long time, and the one thing that is really shown through Mr. Ross is “once 

a Bobcat, always a Bobcat!” 
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Boys bowling rolling to a great start  

BY BRAD PRIER  

Western Dubuque boys bowling has gotten off to a great start—

with six wins and one loss. The team is top 10 in the state for 

record, match average, individual average and baker game aver-

age. A baker game is when the bowlers on the team bowl two 

frames in each game. The boys are ranked eighth in the state of 

Iowa, as well as being ranked fourth in match average with an 

average of 3,175.5 points. (Ottumwa, Cedar Rapids-Jefferson, 

and Davenport-North are above them.) On top of that, they are 

third in individual average with a 215.7 average. Lastly, they’re 

eighth in baker game with an average of 203.  

Varsity boys are made up of a very competitive group of seniors 

including Taurus Black, Brandon Cleary and Brad Schroeder. 

Black has a game average of 215.8 with a high game just 21 

points short of the perfect 300, along with his high series of 470. 

Cleary has an average of 220.2 pins with a high game of 267 and 

high series of 472. Schroeder has an average of 199.1 pins 

backed by a high game of 257 with a high series of 438. Look 

for these three gentlemen as well as the rest of the team to bring 

home another gold medal from Des Moines.  

 

All statistics and rankings as of Jan. 13 via quikstatsiowa.com 

Kick off to the soccer season 
 

 

BY SARAH WALSH 
 

The girl’s soccer team is getting ready for their next season and 

hoping to finally beat their record of games won. Their coach 

Ms. Cece Zangara gives us an interview about their upcoming 

season. 
 

What is the team doing to improve in the offseason? We 

have open gyms, Clarke League, and off season weightlifting. 
 

What were your stats last year? Our stats last year were sev-

en losses and six wins. 
 

When does your season start? The soccer season starts on 

March 27. 
 

Who are the returning players? Our returning players are 

Mikaela Armstrong, Kim Barlett, Melissa Burds, Sarah 

Errthum, Claudia Greenwood, Katrina Hoffman, Kasi Berg, 

Lydia Smith, Molly Waller, Sarah Walsh, Racheal Leibold, 

Jenna Prier, Lindsey Russell, Madison Simon, Gretchen Gaul 

and Madison Schabillion. 
 

Are you excited about any new players? I am always excited 

about new players. They bring new talent to the team and help 

push the returning players. 
 

Who are you playing in your first game? Our first game is a 

scrimmage against Maquoketa, and on April 8, we have our 

first real game against Williamsburg at Williamsburg. 

Showtime: girls basketball 

BY JESSICA CARTEE 

On Nov. 26, 2013, the Western Dubuque girls basketball team 

started off their season with a 43-29 victory over their Beck-

man rivals. In the beginning, Coach Ostwinkle said, “The fo-

cus for practice was fundamentals. After that, we worked on a 

lot of defensive breakdowns and always had a rebounding 

drill.” One goal Coach Ostwinkle has is to improve every day 

and, of course, to make it to state.   

This year, the team consists of three returning seniors: Jenny 

Brehm, Molly Lembezeder and Zoey Weber. Starters include 

Mikaela Armstrong, Molly Lembezeder, Megan Maahs, Rose 

Simon-Ressler and Zoey Weber.  So far the girls have only had 

one loss and thus have a record of 10-1. The team plays by the 

motto that after they win a game, they move on to the next. 

Since their record is so good, the team now has a large target 

on their back because they have something to lose—the chance 

to go to state. Our girls work together and have the mental 

toughness to win their games. A win over WDHS for other 

teams would be huge, and the team has a tough future ahead of 

them. Friday, Jan. 24 is Parents’ Night against West Delaware. 

This should be a good game because they are also undefeated 

in their division. Senior Night is also coming up on Feb. 7 

against Anamosa. It will be a “Drive Out Diabetes” game to 

help fundraise.  

Spring musical: “Legally Blonde” 

BY DEVIN WATTERS  

Western Dubuque High School’s spring musical “Legally 

Blonde” is under the direction of Michael Omarzu and co-

directed by Jennifer Macki. This year’s production stars Lexi 

Healey (10) as perky sorority girl Elle Woods. After a ‘serious’ 

breakup with her now ex-boyfriend Warner Huntington, played 

by Devin Watters (12), Elle enrolls at Harvard Law School. 

Conflict ensues as Elle tries to win back Warner’s heart. How-

ever, Elle does eventually find another love interest--Emmett 

Forest--who is played by Jacob Barnwell (12). Along the way, 

the audience is introduced to characters such as Paulette Bo-

nafonte (Emily Vaughan, 12), Brooke Wyndham (Alison 

Brown, 12) and Vivienne Kensington (Anna Kluesner, 12). 

Through the conflict’s resolution, Elle shows us that if you 

strive for your goals, you can achieve them. 

Director Michael Omarzu said, “We wanted a musical with both 

a large cast and pit.” Omarzu certainly chose well, as this pro-

duction calls for close to 45 parts. He also stated he wanted a 

musical with a predominantly female cast, since there is usually 

less male interest in the spring musical. The musical will be 

performed the weekend of Friday, April 11 through Sunday, 

April 13. The musical was nominated in 2007 for a Tony Award 

in Best Original Score and Best Book of a Musical. 
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.Secret snaps 
BY JADEN RAUSCH 

The latest application in the technology world 

is called Snapchat. Snapchat is an app where 

someone can take a picture of something or 

someone and then it can be sent to someone for 

up to 10 seconds. After taking the picture, you have the option to 

draw on it or write a short text in a box. Snapchat was put out into 

the application store about two years ago. However, this app can be 

offensive to teachers, administrators, strangers and fellow peers 

because many teenagers use Snapchat as a way to bully or humili-

ate others. Also, since this is an Internet-based app, the pictures are 

never actually gone. 

To stop the bullying, we need users to under-

stand how this can be humiliating and have 

them think twice about who it could hurt. If you 

would like to see what all the chat is about, you 

can go to http://www.snapchat.com and read 

about, or even try out, the app. You can down-

load this application on any of the latest 

smartphones, I-Pods, I-Pads, etc.  

PDA is not okay 

BY CLAIRE NAUMAN 

We all know that Valentine’s Day is coming up, which is the time for love and happiness. However, the displays of constant affec-

tion are not needed at school. Public displays of affection (PDA) are not appropriate for school grounds; a school is for learning, 

studying and extra-curricular activities. Western Dubuque High School does not have a policy for PDA, but it is just expected, a 

common courtesy, to not be a daily occurrence. 

Depending on the person, public displays of affection have different extents from holding hands to a kiss on the cheek; either one, 

however, can cause distractions. “PDA can cause distractions during school, which can take away from a student’s ability to learn,” 

says Vice Principal Jacob Feldmann. Clothing can also be a distraction, which is a reason for the dress code. If a shirt says some-

thing inappropriate, it may cause a distraction to faculty and students; this can be compared to PDA, as it, too, can be very distract-

ing to students. The two can easily be compared to each other. If we have a dress code, we should have a policy for public displays 

of affection. 

Uncommon talents 

BY NIKKI CUPPS 

While there are many obviously talented students at West-

ern Dubuque High School, there are a few whose talents are 

quite different than singing, acting or sports. Some students 

have abilities that are not what you’d expect, as they may be 

hidden, uncommon or even slightly unusual at times. Mady 

Knipper, currently a freshman, has the ability to stack multi-

ple golf balls atop one another. After seeing this be done on 

the show “Minute to Win It,” she attempted to complete this 

task. Although it did take a few tries to be successful, Mady 

is now able to stack at least three golf balls. This may sound 

easy, but it is more difficult than it seems, and many fail 

while making an attempt. Another freshman, Drew DeS-

ollar, has the ability to beat-box, which astounds many other 

students. Drew was included in a special feature on 

“WDTV,” Western Dubuque’s video announcement show, 

during the first semester for his talent. Both of these skills 

required practice, and yet they are not something every per-

son is able to do. The students’ talents at this school range 

from common to astounding, to so strange no one wants to 

admit they can do it. Yet, no matter if a person wants to 

admit it or not, everyone has his or her own talent. 

http://www.snapchat.com
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Driver education summer 

2014 tentative offerings 
 If your son or daughter is interested in the 

Summer Driver’s Education program, there 

are programs available. Please contact 

Becky Gasper in the Guidance Office at 

563-876-3442 ext. 3005.  The information 

is also available on our website: 

http://www.wdhs.wdubque.k12.ia.us/?Pa

geName='Guidance'  

ACT test - April 12, 2014 
Sophomores and juniors should consider taking the ACT college entrance and placement test offered at WDHS on Saturday, April 12.  Registra-

tion packets can be picked up in the Guidance Office.  Students may register online at www.act.org with the use of a credit card.  Students are 

advised to prepare for this test by stopping by the Guidance Office to pick up a practice test booklet, or using one of the many online practice 

tests.  We also offer ACT Prep sessions for all students interested.  These sessions are on Thursday mornings from Jan. 16 through April 10.  

Each session  starts promptly at 7:15 a.m. in Rooms 309 and 311. For  more information on ZAPS ACT workshops, see www.zaps.com or stop 

into the Guidance Office and see your counselor regarding the sessions that are offered at WDHS.   

SENIOR NEWS  
Scholarships 
 

We have several new scholarship opportunities for seniors that have 

just been posted.  Please stop in the guidance office for a complete 

list of scholarships available at this time. 

Scholarship information can also be found on our web site: http://

www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/?PageName='Guidance'   

“Fill out the FAFSA Day” 
Don’t pay someone to do a service that is offered for FREE. 

The College Planning Center will offer free help filling out 

your FAFSA forms from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 

22 at the University of Dubuque.  No appointment necessary.  

For more information, please call 877-272-4692.    

College & career fair  
 

On Monday, Jan. 10, the Western Dubuque High School Guidance Department sponsored a College & Career Fair for our current sophomores 

and juniors. Students had the opportunity to meet with 30 different colleges, the armed forces and local unions. Students received information 

from the various agencies and could visit with their representatives. This was a great opportunity for us to show our students that there are a vari-

ety of schools and career choices out there. This fair was very beneficial to our registration process here at the high school because it can lead 

students towards certain career pathways. This fair serves as the beginning of the college process. 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

Alumni 
Please contact Becky Gasper in the guidance 

office at (563) 876-3442 ext. 3005 or email 

her at Becky.Gasper@wdbqschools.org if you 

are interested in posting pertinent information 

regarding upcoming class reunions on our 

web page.  She would also like to have updat-

ed information on our alumni.  Any name 

change, marital status, address, phone num-

ber, etc., would be appreciated. 

2014-2015 registration 
 

We will be having registration for the 2014-2015 school year for our current 11th, 10th & 9th graders as follows:  current juniors began register-

ing the week of Jan. 20, current sophomores will register the week of Feb. 3, and current freshmen will register the week of Feb. 10.  The in-

coming freshmen will have an orientation on Monday, Feb. 10 and will start their registration process the week of Feb. 24.   
 

We have activities planned during Bobcat Groups to help students choose a career pathway.  The career pathways will help students choose 

their courses for next year.  Please talk with your child regarding the registration process.  
 

To view a curriculum guide, you can go to the WDHS website and click on the “Guidance” link or go to the following site: http://

images.pcmac.org/SiSFiles/Schools/IA/WesternDubuqueCSD/WesternDubuqueHigh/Uploads/Forms/WDHS%20All%20Curriculum%2014-

15%20-%20Final%20Copy.pdf 
 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the registration process, please contact Becky Gasper in the Guidance Office at 563-876-3442 

ext. 3005. 

Sophomore class 

ring orders 
 

Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2014 dur-

ing Bobcat period, the Jostens 

representative will be meeting 

with the sophomore class to 

discuss and pass out information regarding the 

ordering of their class rings. All orders will be 

collected during all lunch periods on Thursday, 

Feb. 12, 2014. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

http://www.act.org/
http://www.zaps.com/
http://www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/?PageName='Guidance'
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“Divergent” book review 
 

BY CORTNEY GLAWE  

Goodreads Choice 

Award 2011 winner 

“Divergent,” written by 

Veronica Roth, is on its 

way to the theaters in March. The story 

is set in futuristic Chicago, where the 

world is split into five fractions, each 

representing a trait: Abnegation - the 

selfless, Amity - the peaceful, Candor - 

the honest, Dauntless - the brave and 

Erudite - the intelligent.  

Being sixteen in this society is a little 

more important than being able to finally 

drive on your own. You have to make a 

choice that decides who you are for the 

rest of your life, and this is where Be-

atrice Prior’s story begins.  
 

When I came upon “Divergent” it sound-

ed like “The Hunger Games,” but with a 

new spin, and I was excited about it. 

However, unlike the “Hunger Games,” 

the world didn’t come off as believable 

or logical, and the history of why the 

world came to be that way wasn’t really 

explained. The Dauntless seemed more 

like reckless bullies than military sol-

diers like they were supposed to be. 

There was a lot of bullying in the book 

that seemed to be overlooked by the 

teachers in the book Either that or they 

never knew because the recruits never 

told them about it. If they were really 

brave, they would have told someone, so 

it could be handled in a more appropriate 

manner. I get that Veronica Roth was 

trying to get the point across that the 

‘Dauntless’ were indeed brave, but brav-

ery goes beyond jumping off a never-

ending train. If you get past all the ways 

the story didn’t seem very logical or how 

it liked to skim over details, then it can 

make for a good read.  
 

For those of you who would like to give 

this book a try, it also has two follow up 

books, “Insurgent” and “Allegiant.” I 

have not read them, but maybe they will 

explain more of the in-depth questions I 

felt were left unanswered by 

“Divergent.”  
 

As the first book in the series, I feel it 

should have laid out more of a founda-

tion.  Then, as a reader, I wouldn’t have 

been left asking questions that should 

have been answered through details; 

instead, I would have been left asking 

what's going to happen next?       

“Her” movie review 
 

BY ALEXIS HEALEY 

 

“Her” is an extremely moving story that takes the viewer on an emotional 

journey. The film follows Theodore Twombly (Joaquin Phoenix), an impas-

sioned man who struggles with the reality that his marriage has failed. Liv-

ing in a world where technology has evolved, he finds himself starting to 

communicate with a computer programing system named Samantha (Scarlett Johansson), 

designed to help humans with organization.  He finds himself confused and having feelings 

for this programming device, all the while finally feeling true emotions again. Directed by 

Spike Jonze, “Her” is a true eye-opener. It won many awards such as “Best Picture” from the 

2013 L.A. Film Critics Association, Best Production Design- K.K. Barrett, also from the 

2013 L.A. Film Critics Association and Best Director - Spike Jonze from the 2013 National 

Board of Review. It also was nominated for many other awards, such as for Joaquin Phoenix 

as best actor in a motion picture. I would most definitely give this film five out of five stars.  

It was drastically funny in a very interesting way. I really did enjoy the movie; however, I 

wouldn’t recommend it to young or immature viewers. Clearly, the film was designed for 

adults, and it occasionally became inappropriate.  

“The Book Thief” by Mark Zusak 

BY CLAYTON HEINRICH 

“The Book Thief” is an extraordinary book that capitalizes on the importance of 

reading and also has an amazing story. With how popular this book has been, I’m 

not surprised it has received so many awards including the Daniel Elliot Peace 

Award in 2006, the Bulletin Blue Ribbon Book in 2006 and the Michael L. Printz 

Honor Book in 2007. This book was so popular that it was also made into a movie in late 2013.  

In this amazing novel, a young girl by the name of Liesel Meminger steals books because she 

values them so much. They are a whole other world than the one she is experiencing. Each book 

that she steals is also an act of rebellion. During this time, the Nazi’s are burning books to sym-

bolize the new era Hitler is bringing. In the novel, Liesel’s family takes in a Jew by the name of 

Max Vandenburg. They are risking their own lives to hide Max from the Nazis, and if they were 

to get caught, all of them would serve time in prison. Through this novel, the reader is able to 

experience a great story, and personally, it is one of my favorites. I recommend this book to eve-

ryone.  

Film review of “Lone Survivor” 
 

BY CHEYENNE PUETZ 
 

The first time I saw previews for “Lone Survivor,” it did not really register that 

it was based on a true story. Parts of the trailer caught my eye when it came on 

my TV, and after repeatedly seeing the previews, I knew I needed to see this 

movie that was sure to be amazing. Starring Mark Wahlberg, Taylor Kitsch, 

Emile Hirsch and Ben Foster, “Lone Survivor,” directed by Peter Berg, is un-

doubtedly the greatest tale of heroism and brotherhood ever created on screen.  

 

Following the true story written by Marcus Luttrell, the movie is centered on SEAL Team 10 

and Operation Redwing. In Afghanistan in 2005, Marcus Luttrell (Wahlberg), Michael Mur-

phy (Kitsch), Danny Dietz (Hirsch) and Matt ‘Axe’ Axelson (Foster) are assigned the mis-

sion of capturing or killing an infamous Al-Qaeda leader. When the mission becomes com-

promised, the four men are faced with a decision that will change all of their lives forever. 

Forced to fight for their lives, the men of SEAL Team 10 and Operation Redwing show the 

meaning of true sacrifice and what it means to be a hero.  

 

As a person to whom war movies do not generally appeal, I can honestly say that “Lone Sur-

vivor” is going to forever be one of my favorite movies. Although it can be gruesome and 

graphic, the movie shows as true of a portrayal of the story of SEAL Team 10 as it can. If 

you choose to see the movie, I would recommend a large box of tissues and ask you to appre-

ciate what these men sacrificed for each other, their brothers and what men and women like 

them are still sacrificing today. Proving that brotherhood is unbreakable and no sacrifice will 

ever be too big, buying a ticket to see “Lone Survivor” is worth every penny, and you will 

not be disappointed.  
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Tony Domeyer   

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY NIKKI NEMMERS 

What do you plan on doing after high school?  Going to UNI for computer science 

Why do you want to do that? Always found it interesting after my first programming class  

What made you choose this college? It’s close to home and has a good computer science program. 

What is your favorite class? Foods because I get to eat 

What do you do in your free time? Play video games and hang out with friends 

What is your favorite memory that you’ve had with your friends? “The Lord of the Rings” marathon 

with Nikki and Jack 

If you could eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be? Cheesecake! 

What is your ideal first date? With Emma Stone; the rest doesn’t matter.  

Who is your favorite teacher and why?  Mr. Kuhle because he has funny stories and he is an amusing guy. 

  

  

Patrick Leitzen  

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY ANNA KLUESNER 

What are your future plans? Go to college, then start a private security business and possibly go into active duty so I can jump out 

of planes 

Who is your favorite teacher? Mr. Omarzu or Mrs. Tipple; it’s a solid tie. 

What has been the best part about being a Bobcat? You can stay warm during the winter, and 

the pointy ears are pretty cool, too. 

What is your favorite high school memory? The Texas Band trip 

What is your favorite class and why? Physics, because I love physics with an unnatural passion 

Are you addicted to social media? If so, what site? Yes, Snapchat. 

What is your passion? Doing my best to be a person that younger people can look up to 

Has anyone in the past four years truly inspired you? Chance Ingles 

What is your favorite school lunch? Orange chicken 

What advice would you give to underclassmen about the future? Stop being underclassmen 

Who is your celebrity crush? Jennifer Lawerence 
  

  

  

Katie Wolter 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY SYDNEY LUNDGREN 

Where are you headed off to in the fall? University of Iowa 

What are you planning on doing in the future? I would like to be a dentist. 

What’s your biggest pet peeve? When that one classmate reminds the teacher that you had 

homework 

What advice would you give freshman? To not waste your senior year taking easy classes. Col-

lege courses in high school are free; in college, they aren’t. 

 What’s your favorite school lunch? Spaghetti with cheese…oh wait 

What’s your favorite class? Anatomy 

What are you most looking forward to in college? Meeting new people and going to sporting 

events as a Hawkeye 

If you won a million dollars what would you do? Buy a new car and sell my 1993 Honda Ac-

cord 

Explain being a senior in one word? STRESSFUL 

What is senioritis? It’s when you push everything off to the last minute and start to not care about anything. 

Where is your favorite place to hang out? Sk8 Country (Skate Country) 

What’s your favorite hashtag on Twitter? #dontcare #sorrynotsorry 



Calendar  
Important Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 

 17 No School - Professional 

  Development  

 

 

 

April 
 

 17 No School - Professional  

  Development 

 18 No School - Spring Break 

 21-22  Snow Make-up Days    
  

May 
 

 14 3-Hour Early Dismissal - 

  Professional Development 
     

 15 Senior’s Last Day 

    22   Regular School Day (No Early  

           Dismissal)  

    26   No School - Memorial Day 

    28   Last Day of School -  

  3-Hour Dismissal - End of 

  2nd Semester 

 

 

 
 

Looking Ahead… 

March 

 10 Begin of 4th Quarter 

11, 13  Parent-Teacher Conferences 

 14 No School (Teacher Comp. Day) 

  

It is the policy of the Western Dubuque County Community 

School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for 

employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, 

gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) in its 

educational programs and its employment practices. There is a 

grievance procedure for processing complaints of discrimina-

tion. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy, 

please contact the district’s Equity Coordinator, Tina Brestrup, 

Director of Student Services, 310 4th Street SW, Farley, Iowa 

52046, 563-744-3885 x 6010, tina.brestrup@wdbqschools.org 

Board of Education 

Jeanne Coppola 

Mark Knuth 

Gary McAndrew 

Mark Tilson 

Chad Vaske 

Semester I report cards and parent-

teacher conferences 

First semester report cards were mailed home on Jan. 24. If 

you have any questions or concerns, please contact the 

Guidance Office at (563) 876-3442 ext. 3005.   

Parent-Teacher conferences will be held  from 4:30-8:00 

p.m. on March 11 and 13 in the WDHS main gymnasium. 

Third quarter report cards will be handed out at this time. 

We look forward to seeing everyone there. 

Bobcat Bulletin staff 

Mrs. Kratochwill-Jones - Advisor  

Jessica Cartee (10) - Writer, Book/Film Reviews Editor 

Nikki Cupps (12) - Writer 

Angela Delaney (10) - Writer, Sports Editor 

Athena Dorr-Henson (11) - Writer, Arts/Events Editor 

Courtney Glawe (10) - Writer 

Lexi Healey (10) - Writer, Book/Film Reviews Editor 

Clayton Heinrich (11) - Writer 

Kayla Horsfield (10) - Writer 

Abby Kemp (10) - Writer 

Anna Kluesner (12)  - Senior Spotlight Co-Interviewer and Editor 

Tiffany Ludwig (10) - Writer 

Sydney Lundgren (12) - Senior Spotlight Co-Interviewer and Editor 

Catherine McCoy (11) -Writer, Copy Editor 

Johnny Molony (11) - Writer, Creative Writing Committee 

Claire Nauman (10) - Writer, Creative Writing Committee 

Nikolette Nemmers (12) - Senior Spotlight Co-Interviewer and Editor 

Aaron Ostwinkle (12) - Writer, Web Designer 

Brad Prier (12) - Writer, Web Designer 

Jaden Rausch (10) - Writer 

Lindsey Russell (12) - Writer, Copy Editor 

Sarah Walsh (11) - Writer 

Devin Watters (12) - Writer, Copy Editor 

Julia Wickham (10) - Writer, Copy Editor 

 

Additional Contributors:  

Lisa Greenwood (11) - Guest Writer 

Cheyenne Puetz (11) - Copy Editor, Guest Writer 

This issue of the Bobcat Bulletin has been brought to you by  

the 2014 spring semester creative writing and journalism 

students at Western Dubuque High School.   


